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Decarbonizing Urban Area: Reportsfrom the Journalists from
Japan, Chinaand Korea

From April to October of 2021, the Japanese Forum of Environmental Journalist (JEEJ)
conducted a project to report climate mitigation in urban areain China, Japan and Korea under
the keywords of 'net zero', 'local circulation' and 'low-carbon agriculture'. Part of the cost was
covered by the Kansai-Osaka 21st Century Association.

Asaresult of focusing on city-level initiatives, a number of initiatives based on daily
behaviour change were reported, highlighting commonalities and differences between the three
countries.

First, Miyama City in Fukuoka Prefecture (36,000 popul ation) in Japan has developed a
system of "waste to energy and food", the basis of the system lie a habit to separate food waste
at home. The system has been reducing the dependence of the municipality on incinerators and
has been also transforming local conventional agriculture into circular ones.

In Setagaya Ward of Tokyo (920,000 population), has been producing electricity based on
renewable energy on its own land and with the cooperation with local authorities outside the
ward, supplying it to ward facilities and to residents who wish to use it.

The city of Gwangju in South Korea (population of 1.44 million) istaking climate mitigation
measures with the participation of its residents. For example, it has been building green flats
since 2010 to provide residents with the opportunities to voluntarily reduce energy, water and
food losses. Local agricultural cooperatives have succeeded in reducing greenhouse gases
throughout their lifecycle while increasing farm incomes by promoting direct sales shops of
local food.

From China, reporters introduced Beijing's efforts to transforming aformer sted mill site to
an environmentally friendly area, and also described a private company’ s efforts to turning a
western desert area into green farmland.

While the reports from Japan and South Korea were mainly bottom-up, community-based
activities, those from Chinawere top-down and large-scal e projects.

The vivid reports from the journalists provided an opportunity to learn about the smilarities
and differences between the three countries and to deepen mutual understanding. This was the
contribution of this project.

We hope to continue these activities in the future.
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